Political Science Syllabus
BA (Pass Course)

(wef. academic session 2021-22)

Programme Objectives:

This programme consists of six courses: Foundations of Political Science, Indian Political
Thought, Constitutionalism and Modern Representative Constitutions, Freedom Struggle
and Constitution of India, Western Political Thought, International Relations and the 20th
Century World History. These courses are formulated with an objective to introduce basic
themes and discourses in the discipline. It is expected that the programme will ignite a
sense of critical enquiry and curiosity about the political world among the students and
will enable them to undertake higher studies and research.
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Revised Syllabus

FOUNDATIONS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Course Objective:

The course introduces students to basic issues and concepts in the discipline. Unit I and
Unit II are designed to acquaint the students with an idea of what constitutes Political
Science; what are its disciplinary boundaries and what are its key concepts. The following
three units are formulated with an objective to provide a fair understanding of modern
nation-state, its various institutions and government types.

Unit I-

Meaning, Nature and scope of Political Science;

Key Approaches and Debates- Normative, Historical and Empirical;
Behaviouralism and Post-behaviouralism;

Debates on Decline and Resurgence of Political Theory.

Unit II-
Concepts: Liberty, Equality, Justice, Power, Authority, Legitimacy;



Political Development and Political Decay, Political Modernisation, Political Culture,
Political Socialization.

Unit II1-

State: Theories of the Origin of State- Divine Origin, Social Contract and Evolutionary
Theory;

Debates on Modern Nation-state- Sovereignty, Citizenship and Political Obligation.

Unit Iv-

Democracy- Participation and Representation;

Dictatorships;

Parliamentary and Presidential Systems; Federal and Unitary Systems.

Unit V-

Organs of Government- Executive, Legislature and Judiciary;

Theory of Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances; Political Parties and Pressure
Groups; Civil Society and Human Rights.
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